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Soprano and Electronics (15:30)
Music and text by Howie Kenty

Commissioned by Shanghai Conservatory's International Electronic Music Week, 2015
For Rebekah Norris

“Nothing has happened. Nothing bad has happened, and it spreads like a noxious plume... There is nothing to do now that
it's been done. We're stalked as if by a distant wraith, and there is nothing to do now that it has been done.”

The Halls Within the Mirror, a solo semi-operatic work for soprano and electronics, deals with internal struggle,
childhood memories, and a tragic incident. It was commissioned by the Shanghai Conservatory's International Electronic
Music Week and premiered in October, 2015, performed by Rebekah Norris.

SECTIONS:
i. Present: Awakening v. Childhood: Second Memory
ii. Driving: First Memory vi. Present: Despair
iii. Childhood: First Memory vii. Driving: Third Memory
iv. Driving: Second Memory viii. Present: Waiting

SCORE AND PERFORMANCE NOTES:

In The Halls Within The Mirror, the central character, embodied by the live soprano, interacts with different pre-recorded
Voices who may or may not be aspects of the central character's own personality: The Aggressor, The Cynic, The
Sympathetic, The Shocked, and The Unsound. The electronics for this piece are essentially fixed, but in performance, are
separated into discrete files for each of the different elements: the Pitched Electronic harmonic material, the Unpitched
Electronic samples, and the Electronic Voices, along with a Guide Track for cues to be heard only by the performer.

For performance, the singer may either use the existing Electronic Voices track or may record their own, with their own
choice of inflections and processing. It is recommended that a computer operator be present to mix the levels of each of
the electronic component tracks and of the live singer, adding delay and reverb dynamically as appropriate to the
performance space and their own taste. The Guide Track is very minimal, only providing a brief electronic tone at pitch
two beats before the performer is to enter after any extended period of rests.

The score provides staves for the live performer and approximations of each of the electronic elements. As the timing of
the piece is somewhat loose, time signatures are omitted, and above each of the measures without live or pre-recorded
voice is a count of its approximate duration, in beats at tempo. If you wish to perform the piece, please feel free to contact
the composer, who will gladly provide the necessary materials.

Howie Kenty, 2015
howardkenty@hwarg.com
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Un.

El

EL
Un.
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—5-—  Adagio J=65 —T—
143
A -
p’ 4 O
y - I
| an W I
ANIV4 I I
oJ
hap - pen
Cynic: Shocked: —3— Sympathetic:
o 0 0 — - 1
Vi e e ~ e e AN ral L b
| I I I I I I 1] 1
Y |  — |4 |
It didn't but we're frozen. There is an e-ter-ni-ty ! turn  slow-ly, and the 1
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
143 1
) |
Uog ® ® ® ® '
N -— s~
® Windy driving
~ becomes wind
(As high as possible) -3 -3 -
148 . y
— - f
& I I
i I I
| &
I
: Nooo! ___
I
! Sympathetic: Aggressor: All Voices:
- : — x
I
mir-ror calls, and she : can't look... but she does. What do you see? What do you see?
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
! Prp
I
b
: ¥ e o B
| o = = =
: bo bo bo bo
\ — O 1
I
I
148 !
I
] i
U s ) ® ® ® ®
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(Despondently)

»p

S

155

——

PRy ————— |
: 1

the dark's

at

—_—3

on...

are still

lights

The
O

—+ ¥ (R

" Wy
:

L © 2=

O -

L © 2

O

Sinister crashed loop

O

K e
S

)
D" 4

y A
[ anY
V4

D)}

155

Vs
El
Pi

——

155
N
u

(Soft wind)

160

DO

&
&

HO

®
&

I
DO

oy
P24

&
&

1
[
DO

®
&

T —re —bo

- Y T

i ] ,dc‘ 1P ®|®
....................... T EH==
o
Nl S
5
£
E
5
ﬂ/
A-- 5
I
0
e
M m
. A
i m vu___ov A® ®,v
™
™
ik N : &
%) —_— —_
@ > oy m.5



El
Pi.

El.
Un.

El
Pi.

El
Un.
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S
166 pp 3
) 1 T I f Pa— f ] 1
y.4 = T o o o hHeo o I 73  E—— y Z— — I 1
(S i P S @ = P I - I S S —
] — = = —=
1 \T/ 1
There's... a | shape be-hind the wheel. She | shifts... There's an-,
I I I
Shocked: : : :
I I I
] ] ]
I I I
What else do you see? : : :
] ] ]
I I I
I I I
166 I I I
=10 | | ]
> 4 T — ]
It "'\'\’/_}7(‘ © © I © 1 o "
o—° S I L — . —
| | |
| | |
. ] — ]
I L © © 1 1 O 1
==8 2 = — — !
— — — = = [
o 0 fm | bm. ibn = |
= s | bs | be I
"What else do you e S —, L S
166 ®/se?_vm\ — _\®/§:\®//\T\®/\:
n ® ~(Sinister crashed loop) [~ ® T ® /\!\ ® h\ ® !
U ® ® ® ® ®
-~ s
(Soft wind)
5o , , 5o
prpp More as if speaking
171 —3
h N N — a ’_3_| ’_3_|
A ——— 11— i —
R TR o e e s s s e e e e s !
~o T — ° " e s P d e eI &
—_
oth-er... in the | grass. Noth-ing is mov-ing. . And noth-ing moves.____
I ]
I PPP Sympathetic, Shocked: (Whispered)
I
I y 2
| ( ( 4 ( ( PN ( 4 ( 4 (
| | | | | | | | | |
| 1T 1T [ 1 [ 1T [
: Noth-ing is mov-ing. : And noth-ing moves.
] ]
I I
I I
I I
171 I \
LA 1 1
b A | |
[(lo—~ ' =
J feo , koo 8o _ 8o ,_hi8e _— ] 8
. | ¥_ﬂ ¥:ﬁ£ vﬂi
| T
— et h
I bo | bo o I o —bo
'ﬁ ’= — 1
= i i
p— | |
p— | |
s . !
! ("What else do yo :
171 A®/\:\® see" vocal loop ouf) (Sinister crashed |
n ~9— T loop out) |
Il Il
U ® ® ® ® ® ®

(Soft wind)
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S N -3 e
177 (A very high pitch)
 ——
S 5—1
~V
oJ
All Voices: Nooo!
p Aggressor: (Low and ominous) m,
Vs t 4
N
And what did we do? And what did  we do?
El
Pi.
177
q (Soft wind)
v
[]JE; ‘lw - '@ ® ®
® X 29 [
- S
Low sub throbbing
Childhood: Second Memory (1B)
Alittle faster J =75
3 e S S
182
mf \ | | :
] — 1 LI} KT L. —— DR : )] [ - I 1
S #h_lp_ I | I I = T I - r L I' T I I I - 1
S T 28 1 I B = —— = !
1 1 1 3 1
I re-mem-ber...___ I'm : small, the : same day. It : seems like the same____ day._:
| | | |
Vs I I I I
] ] ] ]
I I I I
I I I I
182Vocal pads, medium pulse : : : :
El. [54 I
Pi, "D :‘\J‘\‘, : Ll\l) Ll\l) E) \"h\(p "\bip
mp !
1
l
e P —be © ©
! b be
\ S e
I
1
180 1 Falling arpeggios, moderato
: Yt 4+ " |
El a t ® X ®
Un. ~H ® ® (Soft wind out)

& & &
-_— s~ @ @4 o~

———

(Low sub throbbing)

&

&

&
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188

=34

I reach__ the door,

P § ]
ok

O
-
O
X
X

S e ——

P 8]
122 8 )
&

—3
Vocal pads, medium|pulse

(Low sub throbbing)
=z
-

I T I
|

my : house
1
1
I
I
1
1
I
I
y
; \J.H()
P
|
|
|
|
T
|
|
|
|
|
|
|

— -
L —
P E',H
|4
chas - ing

Falling arpeggios, moderato

haky

e —————50

I

N —
X X

mf.

Childhood Trauma Loop
(Falling arpeggios, fast)

O

1O

—_

[ £ an Y

n

192

- e W p |
0 ...
I g
b % i~ ~t
g £
N =] < 1~ 1~
2
= AR
\ = M
el
| 5 ww ¢ ® ® E
I £ a
............. "7 """ "] 5 £
2] b
. 2 2
| s Sl EI| 2
%- l
E
2 :
L 5 5
-~ 3
g o
B =)
2 £
P o
) va ¢ A® ® A i m
-w Y
» N oo V
= TN g on SN 5
—_— b
= — [75) »n
> MDA .5 >

El
Un.



El
Pi.

EL
Un.

El
Pi.

El
Un.
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-
197
o) E— | .
T T T 17 T 1
5 T T e g b FrFe e
ANIV4 1 I I I T I I T il ~V 1 I T | 1] 1
K T T L | | D] Ve 1 72
I I I I
swing it o - pen, . and look back. But as | turn, The |
: :W Aggressor, Sympathetic: : :
I I I
I 7] I I
] L ] ]
I I I I
! ! Who is it? ! !
I I I I
] ] ] ]
I I I I
I I I I
I I | — I I
107 | | h o \F_(_)_ \Tg | Vocal pads, fast pulse |
L £ ! o~ = Eo— thtoe— 0
"L d) d) u.—l ‘B\—L
[F =0 = RS e > A8
8 ———r2 8 —
'ﬁ':_e = ) ) (9 )
s b e ) 0O hsY 8 ]
— -
©
197 & ® & ® & &
D & ® X X & P
> Falling arpeggios, fast Falling arpeggios, slow
A little slower J =70
—5
203 mp  Spoken:
o) | Y
7 I S T o 3 ¥ I
fr—P—a &  — —— fa—% o e p< o aN— P P !
‘\Q_)V i I i : i A% T I I I I I i !
—3 1 1
door  slams on my | hand. From here, I know on - ly pain. :
I I
! P All Voices, variously: |
I
I 4 y 2
| PN PN
I I
: From here, I know on - ly pain. :
] ]
I I
I I
1 Vocal pads, slow pulse 1
| T |
203, ' bb‘p\ga\t@' '
=)o ! -8 =8 .
IHes— — 8 o A
1l iV = s b ©r
J o , © © © 4
R S B B !
nf I r I
1 J
'ﬁ: © T !
¥ O O O 1
(8] T — — i
, o o o )
] X — ] | X
Inner death shine (x 4) , ,
1 T | 1
- % (Childhood @ ® = 1
203 11 00 ) X |
trauma loop out . .
D ® : ® ® ® Falling arpeggios, very slow :
Ny
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El.
Un.

El
Pi.

El
Un.

-5 (Almost whispered, spoken
2076 like a child's mantra or thyme)
p’ 4 T ") T 1
Y 4N y 2 f .4 4 f y 2 1
[ fan) ( ( AN ( ( ( ( ( [l ( P.N ( ( ( [ £, WTANN ( P NEAY ( [ ( P NETAY
ANV 4 I I T I I I I I 1] I T I I I AN I I I 7 T I I I 1] 1
Ne) NN [ 2 Iy — — |4 i  — [ [ 2 S — y IS — y
—3-d 3 —3— 1 3 —3— 1 3 —3—= 1
And that later, every fin-gernail black-ens... : and falls off. I am they, and | they are you, and
: PPp All Voices, variously:: (Whispering) :
I
I 4 y 2
| PN PN
I I I
: I am they, and : they are you, and :
] ] ]
I I I
I I I
I I I
I I I
07 /‘},_\_Q_ ! Vodal pads, very slow pulse ! !
_y o ——— b é» " ' !
b A [ @ x=d 1 -« hg) b k) I —bhey 1
L I — = Sy Rl & f
1S 24 L P2 D& D LI J )] 1
1l VA i — [ © xd ——— T
Q) © | © © © \ﬂl/ vl
—_ | I B B S
| | |
| Pp N .
_ | | ]
#/_\() : O O O : O :
—] — 1
— e e | b I
o o
| > — e
— L e — — I I
2 ; X K I I
207 | | I
| | |
il & I & I ]
/r—/ ] '
\u —_—
® ® ®
- A
Low rumbling
—10 — —5
212
o)
P A T T T
Y 4N d f 4 f d f 4
[ fan) ( ( ( Py (~ ~ PN [ ( ( ( Py [ ( ( ~ PN
ANIV4 1 1 1 T 1 1 1 1] T 1 1 1 1] T 1 1 1
e  S— — 1 I — y IS — y IS —
3 I 3 —3— 1 3 —3— 1 3
you are me. : I am they, and : they are you, and : you are me...
I I I
I I I
y 2 y 2 y 2 y 2
PN PN PN PN
I I I
you are me. : I am they, and : they are you, and : you are me...
] ] ]
I I I
I I I
I I I
I I I
I I I
I I I
1 1 1 |
t - —~— t
M 1 g; } 1 € — = +
= -+
@%, @’ gé& T
| | !
t T ppPpp= 1 PPP
| | 1
: O : O o : O
] T —
[ | L N P -
\—;2 T _pjﬁqg \ ~—~
—_— v u e B 1
| | !
I I I
1 1 Low vocal sirens 1
| | T
1 1 I —

®

®
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El.
Un.

El
Pi.

EL
Un.
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Present: Despair (3E)
Adagio J =65

The Halls Within The Mirror

S N
2]86 pp —_ Mp —
A —F !  m— —= ! I .
{es P S— i Py —X . I
L : ¥ = =
e & | fe 4, fd & 4 v fod o . Unsound: (animalisti
There was : noth-ing 1 : could have done to : change what hap - pened. nsound: (animalistic)
1 1 1 m‘f —— ./‘f
I I I
I I I
I I I
] ] ]
I I I
: : : [scream/growl]
] ] ]
I I I
I I I
I I I
218 ! ! !
LA 1 1 1
b 4 I I I © © ©
[ ]! l’f\ﬂ T — L]
| | NV + n ﬂc — = \ﬂc O
|

[P~ 1 -
S T g e | e |
U p
I
| | | —_—p
1 1 1
¥ = == ==
— T — T — — — =
O | O | O | O O p—
I I I ——
: Crashing loop :
218 | — T
I ® I ® I ® ® ®
n B — | |
Al © C® C® o ® &
-~ 04— S
. (Low vocal sirens) _—
(Rumbling out)
—3
224
Cynic, Aggressor:
PP Sympathetic: mf f
. [ 7] y 2 [ 7] .
: L PN i :
I I
You could have changed the end. I We 1 could have changed the end.
1 1
I mp Shocked: 1
i i
I 1
I I
1 We still don't know what to do.
I I
I I
I I
224 | I
=0
H—o © ©
H '\'D O O i e ) Y
ubito o
'#: Y T = [P~
H() H‘”I," F- D
h=d & — ©
© © ©
) (Crashing loop)
224 —_— e ey
n & & ® &
U ® X X

R

(Low vocal sirens)
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Pi.

El.
Un.

Vs

El.
Pi.

El.
Un.
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228 p
A 3 3 3 —3— 3 3 3
> 4 T
y a0 . 73 73 ) — N
(oS K I ! I I ! I I ! —e Py I ! — ! I I ! I I
ANV 4 I ! I I I I I I I I I 1 T I I I I I I I I I | I
PY) ﬂ# 4 o o o o 4 ¢ 4 4 H‘Iﬂ######### q#
I
There's noth-ing to do now that it's been done. There's: noth-ing to do now that it's been done. We're
I
PP Shocked, Sympathetic, Unsound (variously):
[} - - y 2 -
Ji PN
I
There's : noth-ing to do now that it's been done.
]
I
|
228 !
=0 I
’{ |
|24 " —
J — ZheP i gReP
I
I
I
F—e —o
O " 7O
T
I
I
]
I
228 ) —
® ®
n !
U ® ®
230 ——
H— ., | T , | L g™ -
D’ A 1 A I I I I I I T P — VI'UF' | il )
{(tn—r " m— tﬁ_a b —f —— e e — £
‘\Q)V i — \;- ] —1 I I I / é I I
I
stalked as if by a dis - tant | wraith,
I
I
I
I
]
I
I
I
I
230 !
LA |
b A T
[ ]! l’f\!\ _ I —
1l iV O n O
J " Hoo | bo®
|
|
|
_ e
# l}() 1 O
t
|
|
|
H |
(Crashing loop out) : Wraith howl
230 |
n P ®
\u ® ) ®,

(Low vocal sirens)
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232 p
A 3 3 3 3
S HAe—x ¥ i ! — ! ] i ! i i ! ] —
& T e e o ;i ;i ;i ;i ;i o - —a
Py) 1 T
I I
And there is : noth - ing to do now that it has been : done.
All Vs except Unsound: 2P : : y4
Vs t $
I I
And there is : noth - ing to do now that it has been : done.
! !
I I
I I
232 I I
=0
b’ 4
[ =0 o
J Hoe L o
El. — /
Pi. mf
E): VP 0) S - —
O O =
L O
232
n_-®
o : i
Driving: Third Memory (2C)
S I -
235 p
j ] ! — ¥ o I I
S :@ t I I 1 & 7  — T — !
\ S e
I I I
She's  still in the | car. She | stares blank-ly, :
1 All Vs except Unsound: I |
1 m 1 1
I
(7] y 2 I
/i PN |
V I I I
§ : We push all thoughts a - way. : :
] ] ]
I I I
I I I
I I I
I I I
——— ] : : :
L I I I
=5 0o o = ——— 1
2 © —O2 OO T g) —— ]
o o o o I !
I
I
I
I
I
I
|

Soft vocal sirens

Low sub throbbing
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El

El.
Pi.
EL
Un.
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S
240h “w
/ 3 ; '
5 i ! I & o i‘_ NI I I I I I I I T
Ne) o € g & : ) H# 4 o 4 6 & 4 &
— "\_/ — 1
wait - - - inge..— Slow-ly,_  I'm my-self... and I'll :
I
P Shocked: 3 1
— I
[a) e [a) ~ ( ~ :
1] | | | | | |
y 1 Ny N — I
There is an e-ter-ni-ty. :
y 4 Unsound: :
[ 7] - I
/A I
I
[sobs] :
I
p I
L I
O 1]
%8 /8 Pu](re ﬁ(p !
O O O O 1
N o | - OO
|
I
[}
240 |
— — — I
n ® ® ® ® |
I 1
® ® ® ®
m
244h f . —
— p— p— - e L
T - I = 7 e S i S e ——— u.il £ — —
jd_e o oo ¥ Y=y e
~ - 7
J ﬁj\l/ — — \ T S |
o - - - pen the door. But | head-lights flash through | trees be-hind...___ I,
\ \ \
I I I
I I I
] ] ]
I I I
I I I
I I I
] ] ]
I I I
I I I
I I I
—— mp ! !
: — : :
oo —5o 8 oo :
re — T I I ]
M o o o !
- - " -
244 ) I ® High warning pitch T ® !
n (Soft vocal sirens out) i ® i ® i
u T — 1
Vocal sirens
& &




Vs

El.
Pi.

El.
Un.

El
Pi.

El

o

a
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N
248 mp
a [F— [— )
U I I — I f T
—— —¥
Y I I T
1 2  — 1
I I
find my foot on the : gas pe-dal The car lurch-es, : then pulls for-ward.
: : Unsound: V4
: = r
| PN
I I
: : [sobs]
I I
I I
I I
I I
I I
I I
) I I
ﬁ:ﬁ P= o3 — S S —s
— —Ho— 1o o —
O by i byl
o I - o o -
e S
: :
I I
I I
248 ! !
n ® . ® ® ® (Vocal sirens) | ®
u 1 1
®_ Low rumbling ®
—_owrmmbimg =00~
w TP —m—— 3" p
’_3_|
7 | i q | | 7 1
——h— } ———t p—ty T AT " v — t S f——
I I — I — T 1 - I ul I I ) — —
B Y pe 4 4 o 4 44 fe v fe & fe ¢ &
1 1
Soon, the lights leave the mir-ror and I'm gone... It seems... I'm in a :
I
I

PP Al Vs except Unsound:

- (7]
/A

—_ |

Spjarse sobbing
o
®

/—\ —
& &

I'm in a

I —

oop )
.

1
Sirens begin gradually smoothing

T T ® and becoming distan :

n ® ®
]

® Windylriving ® - 7w
o

& &
-~

&

®

Windy driving gradually
becomes more ambient



El

El.
Un.

Vs

El
Pi.

El.
Un.
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3 e
258
o)
b 4 T T
y a0 N N 7] - N ] N N ¥ N N N N
[ fan I I I I 1 IAY I i N—1 P I I I I I I I
ANIV4 I I I I J 1 T I ‘ I I T I I I I I I I
J e & & < i e e ¢ ¢ & & & &
S~ 1 1
great, emp -ty space, no : trees, no sky... : end - less  grey on all sides.
j : :
[ 7] [ 7] 4
L L PN
I
great, emp - ty space, no trees, no sky... : end - less  grey on all sides.
Unsound: pp :
- y 2 1 I
. € | !
N 1 1
[sobs] : :
I I
I I
I I
I I
< I I
I I
I I
- e s L L
® R Y ®
258 I |
————— 1 —
Al & | ® | ® &
u ® ' ® ' ® ®
- s —
10 -—-
262 pp
o)
>4 T T
Y 4N I & f f [ 7] I f
[ fan K I I I I i I I I i K  E— I I
O  He & & & < o e & & - o o <
? Re LR e S
I float on noth - ing, a - : bove  noth-ing, a : dark . mur - mur.
L PPP  All Vs except Unsound: (Whispered) : :
[ 7] [ 7]
Vi /A
I
1 float on noth - ing, a - | bove noth - ing, a : dark mur - mur.
Unsound: pp |
- y 2 1 I
PN | I
N | 1
[sobs] : :
I I
I I
< I +
I I
: - 0
X L ® L ® ®
262 " "
_ T — ] ]
il & L ® T ® ®
u ® C® '




El.
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EL
Un.

El

El.
Un.
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Present: Waiting (3F)

The Halls Within The Mirror

—5 o —3 e
266
) T
i i [} A i [} L i I I I
I I L — I I L —T— I I
B Y q# s q# s - < q# @ [4 @
~1
Lat er, I don't know when, I : wake in  bed.
PPPP Al Vs except Unsound: (Whispered) \
[ 7] & :
i Ji M
1
I
Lat er, 1 don't know when, 1 : wake in bed.
]
I
I
I
I
I
- |
ﬁ T
1
° o o | o
S I % e S ]
I
(Sobbing out) |
266 |
n ® ® | ® ®
]
~U \J@v@ ® (Windy driving out)
5 e . S
e PP »rpPP -
P A i T T 1 T
y 4N I I i I y 2 f I i I I f
&———1 ==
N a4 Do =4 e ©
o A o — —r
And I am wait - ing DT am  wait - ing..—
I I
I I
I I
] ]
I I
I I
I I
] ]
I I
I I
I I
I I
I I
I I
I I
- I
o): 1
y4 1
8 1
O 1
—_— X
:
270 ;
- I 1 (Vocal sirens out)
n & & . |
| '® '®

Inner death shine

X
B



